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Lent 5
Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you for
worshipping with us this morning. If you are a guest please fill out a Guest Card (found in
front of you in the hymnbook rack) or sign our guest book in the entry. We invite you to come
and worship with us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service from the ELS
Hymnary are available from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the Hearing
Impaired: Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a
receiver.
Explanation of the Week:
In the temple Jesus said, "If anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." (Jn 8:42-59) For
Jesus came to taste death for us, to drink the cup of suffering to the dregs in order that we might
be released from its power. Clinging to His life-giving words, we are delivered from death's sting
and its eternal judgment. Christ is our High Priest, who entered the Holy of Holies and with His
own blood obtained everlasting redemption for His people. (Heb 9:11-15) He is the Timeless One,
who was before Abraham and yet is his descendant. He is the promised Son who carries the wood
up the mountain for the sacrifice, who is bound and laid upon the altar of the cross. He is the ram
who is offered in our place, who is willingly caught in the thicket of our sin, who wears the crown
of thorns upon His head. (Gen 22:1-14) Though Jesus is dishonored by the sons of the devil, He is
vindicated by the Father through the cross. For, "In the Mount of the Lord it shall be
provided."

Midweek Lenten Service:

“Ironies of the Passion” Lenten Series + Mt. Olive

~Prelude
~Hymn 70 I See Thee Standing, Lamb of God
~Confession of Sin (p. 109)
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like
lost sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should
not have done, and we have not done those things which we should have
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March 16th: Midweek Lent 6— Pr. Roger Knepprath (St. Paul’s)
“Are You Afraid of the Man on the Cross?” Luke 23:39-43
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Holy Week Services:
March 20th-27th
March 20th, 8:30 & 10:45AM: Palm Sunday—Pr. Luke Ulrich
"Do You Hear What These Children Are Saying?" Matthew 21:12-17
March 24th, 6:30PM: Maundy Thursday—Pr. Luke Ulrich
"Do This In Remembrance of Me." 1 Corinthians 11:23-29
March 25th, 6:30PM: Good Friday—Pr. John J. Petersen
"The Victory of the Cross" Colossians 2:13-15
March 27th, 7:30 & 10AM: Easter Sunday—Pr. John J. Petersen
"Why Do You Look For the Living Among the Dead?" Luke 24:4-8
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“Biblical Archaeology: A Site and a Seat.” Monday, March 14, 7-8PM at Bethany
Lutheran College, Meyer Hall room 101, Prof. Adie Harstad and Dr. Bill Kessel will give
a presentation: "We will explore Biblical Archaeology by using one site and one topic as
representative studies. The ancient site is Jericho. The topic centers on a necessity of
the Biblical world and every age.” - A. Harstad / Everyone is invited. Free admission. Part of the In Depth series.
Band and Jazz Band Homecoming Concert - Tuesday, March 15 at 7PM in Trinity
Chapel. The Bethany bands with directors Adrian Lo and Erik Hermanson return from
their spring break tour to Florida to play for the home audience. Free, with free will
donations welcome.
Sitar Concert - Wednesday, March 16 at 7:30PM in Trinity Chapel. Dr. Hans Utter
performs classical Indian sitar music in concert, accompanied by the Bethany String
Band on several pieces. Free, with free will donations welcome.

Community Events
Trinity Lutheran’s Caring Arms Daycare is going to be in need of a few daycare
workers starting in May. We will be losing some MLC graduates and will be looking to
replace them. For more information, call Connie Kurtweg at 507-232-2273 or Arden
Enter at 507-317-1640.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool will host its Annual Open House on Tuesday,
March 22, 6-8 p.m. If you have a preschooler, ages 33 months- 4 years, we invite you
to our incredible Open House at Peace Lutheran Church, located on the corner of
Look Out and Commerce Drive. There will be face-painting, games, crafts,
entertainment and food, and Bethany Education Students will perform a skit. We hope
you are able to come and take a tour of our Christ-centered preschool. If you have
questions,
please
call
Joslyn
at
385-7752
or
email
me
at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.

done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake
grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your
holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
~Versicles (pp. 109-110)
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C:  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C:  Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
forevermore. Amen.
~Psalm 43 (Read Responsively)
P: Vindicate me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation.
C: Deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man! For You are the God of my
strength.
P: Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; let them bring me to Your
holy hill.
C: Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy.
P: Why are you cast down, O my soul?
C: And why are you disquieted within me?
P: Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him,
C: the help of my countenance and my God.
P: Vindicate me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation
C: Deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man! For You are the God of my
strength.
~Old Testament Lesson
Genesis 22:1-14 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham,
and said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
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Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you.”
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering,
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. Then on the third day
Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come
back to you.”
So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he
took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. But Isaac
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”
And he said, “Here I am, my son.”
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.”
So the two of them went together.
Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar
there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay
his son.
But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
So he said, “Here I am.”
And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a
thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt
offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-WillProvide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
~Responsory Hymn 298 vv. 1, 2 Sing, My Tongue, How Glorious Battle
~Epistle Lesson
Hebrews 9:11-15 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of
bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the
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issues... They say Thank You when they get off the bus. Contact Randy Gieseke at 507995-5387.
Open House and Registration: We will be hosting our Open House and Registration
event on the evening of Tuesday, March 22. That evening, beginning at 6:30PM, we
will offer tours of our school, a session for parents and students on our mission,
academics and activities, and an opportunity to register for the 2016-2017 school year.
Parents and students of incoming 9th –12th grade students are invited and encouraged
to attend. More information will be shared with the eighth grade students of our
association Lutheran elementary schools.
MVL Booster Club Auction: The MVL Booster Club Annual Auction is scheduled for
Sunday, April 3. Hundreds of items will once again be available to highest bidder, but
no one single item has been as beneficial to the overall success of the auction as the
homemade pies made by the ladies of the MVL Association congregations. Last year,
these pies alone made $2400 for the students of MVL. What a blessing! Would you be
willing to donate a pie or two to this wonderful cause again this year? Please sign up in
the narthex by March 23. You may bring the pies to MVL between the hours of 9AM and
1PM on Saturday, April 2 or Sunday, April 3. Thank you for your support!

Bethany Lutheran College
Position Available: The Business Office has an immediate opening for an Accounts
Payable Clerk / Receptionist, a part-time support staff position. More information is
available by contacting Paulette Tonn Booker at Bethany Lutheran College:
Paulette.TonnBooker@blc.edu
Bethany Lutheran College invites applications for two Resident Hall Coordinator
positions with a start date of July 1, 2016. Possible responsibilities and job duties are
outlined in the position description available in the church office; assigned duties and
responsibilities will be finalized upon hire. For additional information about the
resident hall coordinator positions, contact Dr. Ted Manthe, Vice President of Student
Affairs (tmanthe@blc.edu; 507-344-7745). Send a cover letter, résumé, academic
transcripts (may be unofficial), and contact information for three current professional
references to: Human Resources Office Bethany Lutheran College 700 Luther Drive
Mankato, MN 56001 Application deadline: March 31, 2016 Interviews will be held the
week of April 4, 2016.
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experience. Benefits included. For application and more information call the Church
office at (507) 345-4966.
Monday Night Services: Please note that our Monday night services are not held
during this Lenten season. They will resume on April 4th.
Sr. Youth Group: Start gearing up for this year’s trip to Dallas, TX with the Lutheran
Youth Association (LYA) on July 28-31, 2016. The convention’s theme this year is, “Two
Kingdoms”. Go to: els.org/lya2016 to register. The cost is $250 before May 1st, or $300
after. More info to come regarding the bus to get us there, cost, fundraisers, etc. Any
questions? Contact Peter or Sarah Bloedel.
New 2 You: Please continue to support New 2 You by volunteering, making donations,
shopping our store, or praying for continued blessings on their efforts. If you would
like to become a volunteer please call New2You at 507-385-1455. ~Mt. Olive provides
volunteers on the first Saturday of every month. The sign-up sheet is on the table
in the narthex.
Thrivent Members: To designate Thrivent Choice Dollars go to www.Thrivent.com, or
call 1-800-847-4836. Options for designating funds include Mount Olive, Bethany
College and Seminary, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, Thoughts of Faith, and others.
Mt. Olive School Scrip program offers gift cards for purchase for a wide variety of
retailers. A percentage of gift card purchases go towards Mt. Olive Tuition. Visit
www.shopwithscrip.com to view the 400+ participating retailers. If you have
questions or need help getting started email Tanya Norris scrip@mtolivelutheran.org
or Krista Petzel krista.petzel@gmail.com.
Kwik Trip Cards: Mt. Olive youth (grades 5-12) are selling Kwik Trip Cards as a fundraiser for our church Youth Groups. The groups currently receive 5% of the profits.
Cards are sold between services on Communion Sundays year round. Contact Angie
Younge: 389-9137 or Rebecca Strom: 386-0372 with questions.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Palmer Bus Service for MVL is looking for a bus driver for the Mankato Route.
Training is available to get a license and you do get summers off! There are no student
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purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
~Responsory Hymn 298 vv. 3-5 Thus the Scheme of Our Salvation
~Gospel Lesson
John 8:46-59 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you
not believe Me? He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear,
because you are not of God.” Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say
rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a
demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. And I do not seek My own glory;
there is One who seeks and judges. Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My
word he shall never see death.” Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You
have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My
word he shall never taste death.’ Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is
dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?” Jesus
answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of
whom you say that He is your God. Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And
if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His
word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” Then
the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”
Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” Then they
took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going
through the midst of them, and so passed by.
~Hymn 270 vv. 1, 2 Hail, Thou Once-Despised Jesus
~Sermon Text
Philemon 10-21 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have
begotten while in my chains, who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable
to you and to me. I am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that is, my own
heart, whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might minister to me in
my chains for the gospel. But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your
good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary. For perhaps he
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departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, no longer as
a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. If then you count me as a partner, receive him
as you would me. But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my
account. I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will repay—not to mention to you that
you owe me even your own self besides. Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the
Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord. Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than I say.
~Sermon Theme
“Jesus Intercedes for Me”
1. He places Himself between me and the condemning power of my sins.
2. His merits and wounds plead for me.
3. For His sake I am accepted by God as His beloved child.
~Offering and Hymn 182 vv. 6, 8 I Have Naught, My God, to Offer
~Prayers
~Canticle: Ephesians 1 (All Sing)
Tone 2

Blessed be the `God and Father/
of our `Lord Jesus Christ,
Who has blessed us with all the `Spirit's blessings/
in the heavenly `places in Christ,
Just as the Father `chose us in Christ/
before the founda`tion of the world,
That we `should be holy/
and without blame be`fore Him in love,
Having predestined us to a-`doption as sons/
by Jesus `Christ to Himself,
According to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glo-`ry of His grace,/
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(scroll down and click on our logo, then click “create new parent”) or ask the church
office for registration and health forms. Families are encouraged to reserve bus seats
early for their camper(s). Reservations made by May 8, 2016 cost $30 per camper,
and $45 per camper after. The bus holds 35 passengers, so please email or call Lance
Johnson with the names of your camper(s) at: lgustavj77@gmail.com or 507-720-2130.
We appreciate and thank Lance for serving our campers and families in this way!
ECHO Food Shelf: In 2015 ECHO served 55,000 individuals, roughly 20,000 of them
children. So far in 2016 Mt. Olive has donated 30 pounds of food items. March is one of
the best times to make a donation because the Minnesota Food Share has a matching
program. Thank you to the people who support ECHO either financially or with
donation of food.
Jesus Cares Ministries (JCM): God’s unfailing love is for everyone, including people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Jesus Cares Ministries (JCM) seeks to
show that love by equipping congregations to share it. JCM services provide an
alternative format to meet the needs of more than 2,000 participants in 140 current
JCM programs nationwide. Developing these ministries is the work of coordinators
employed by the Lutheran Home Association. Our congregation will have a door
offering NEXT SUNDAY to help these coordinators make JCM programs available to
more people. Our offerings will become part of a matching gift program. Friends of JCM
have provided $40,000 to use to match our gifts $0.50 on the dollar, up to $80,000.
Please consider a gift. Visit www.tlha.org/donate or call Jenny at (888) 600-TLHA.
More Greeters Needed: We have a list of greeters who have been "on the job" since
November. Thanks to all who have served to this point. We have greeters signed up
through March. We would like to complete the schedule through the rest of 2016 if
possible. If you are interested in joining the greeting team please call/email Steve
Jaeger at 351-2900/sjaeger@blc.edu or stop him at church and let him know you are
interested. Thank you in advance for your interest in our greeter program.
Employment Opportunity at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and School: Full-time
custodian for routine cleaning of Church and School starting April 1, 2016. Includes
general maintenance of electrical, plumbing and mechanical systems. Includes grounds
maintenance. Experience preferred. Flexible hours generally starting after school
dismissal and includes weekends. Wages starting at $13-$15 per hour depending on
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Voters’ Meeting: A special voters’ meeting will be held at noon on Sunday, March 20,
to call a kindergarten teacher for our school. If you have nominations, please contact
Bob Fosburgh or Silas Born as soon as possible. Please plan on attending as we seek to
carry out the Lord's will for our school.
An Open Forum Meeting is scheduled for April 10 in between services to which
everyone is invited. (This takes the place of a quarterly Voters’ meeting.) Is there
something at Mt. Olive you’d like to know more about? Is there a topic you’d like
addressed? If you have input on topics we should cover at this inaugural Open Forum,
please contact Mike Smith at mksmith@blc.edu or 507-351-4630.
Easter Flowers Sign Up Sheet: If you are interested in purchasing lilies, tulips,
chrysanthemums or hyacinths to beautify the altar for Easter, please sign up on the
sheet in the narthex to order specific flowers. Please indicate the type and quantity of
flowers you would like, and in whose honor they are given. The deadline for ordering
is Sunday, March 20.
Easter Breakfast Donations: Please help our Sr. Youth put on a tasty Easter Breakfast
for you by donating needed items on the sign-up sheet on the narthex table. They will
need to be delivered to the kitchen by Saturday morning, March 26. Thank you!
Proceeds from the breakfast will go towards the Youths’ fees for LYA which will be held
in Dallas, TX this year. Sr. Youth & 8th Graders, there is also a sign-up sheet for YOU on
the narthex table. The more hours you work, the more money you will earn to offset
your cost for the Conference.
The next Red Cross Blood Drive at Mt. Olive will be Friday, Mar. 25 from 9 –2PM. To
schedule an appointment please call 1 800 733 2767 or visit their website
www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code MTOLIVEKATO. 1 pint of blood
can save 3 lives!
An admissions representative from Bethany Lutheran College will be at Mankato
East High School on Tuesday, March 29th at 9AM and Mankato West High School on
Tuesday, March 29th at 10AM. Please stop by to talk about your goals and plans for
your future.
Camp Indianhead is scheduled for July 10-15 at Luther Island Camp, and is open to
youth ages 11-16. The cost per camper is $275. Register online at: islandcamp.org
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by which He made us accepted in `the Belov-ed.
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the for-`giveness of sins,/
according to the rich-`es of His grace.
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son/ and to `the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the be`ginning, is now,/ and ever shall be, forever`more. A-men.
~Kyrie (pp. 116-117)
C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have
mercy upon us.
~Lord’s Prayer (p. 117)
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Collect (p.153)
P: Let us pray: We beseech You, almighty God, mercifully to look upon Your people,
that by Your great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore in both
body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
~Benedicamus (p. 119)
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
~Benediction (p. 119)
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  Amen.
~Closing Verse: Hymn 270 v. 3 Jesus, Hail, Enthroned in Glory
Preacher: Pastor John J. Petersen / Liturgist: Pastor Luke Ulrich
Organists: 1st: Cassie Johnson / 2nd: Mark DeGarmeaux
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LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE/LORD’S SUPPER ATTENDANCE
Sunday: 8:30am; 319/200 10:45am; 130/76 Lenten Service: 159
GIVEN LAST WEEK FOR THE LORD’S WORK: $18,630.32

Sunday
March 13

NEEDED EACH WEEK TO MEET ANNUAL BUDGET: $15,500
Psalm 116:12, 13 What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me? I will
take up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.
Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV:
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507
(Consolidated Communications) on Wednesdays at 10AM and Thursdays at 11:30AM.
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK
st
Ushers: 1 Service: Tom Bode (captain), Eli Bode, John Schauer,
Alex Schauer, John Pfeffer
nd
2 Service: Chris Kind (captain), Larry Rude, Dale Schaffer,
John Foede, Luke Buelow

Monday
March 14
Tuesday
March 15
Wednesday
March 16

Greeters: 1st Service: Ron & Mary Younge, Eldon Sting
2nd Service: Mike & Anita Smith, Dan & Joanne Maas
Offering Counters: Lisa Holt, Brenda Garbers, Connie Meyer
Altar Guild: Carol Leiferman, Elyse Haugen

Thursday
March 17
Friday
March 18
Saturday
March 19
Sunday
March 20
Palm Sunday

WEEK AT A GLANCE: March 13, 2016 – March 20, 2016
Daylight Savings Begins
8:30AM Divine Service
9:40AM Sunday School/Bible Class/Bible Information Class
10:45AM Divine Service
1PM Lutheran Girl Pioneers Swim & Gym
7:30PM Co-ed Recreational Volleyball
9:30AM Area Pastors’ Conference
6PM Board of Stewardship
6:30PM Church Council Meeting
8AM Women’s Bible Study – Books of Acts
6:30PM Jesus Cares Ministry
8-10AM M.O.M.’s Bible Study
8:05AM CDS Chapel
9AM Bible Study – “How We Got the Bible”
3:45PM Confirmation
5-6:15PM Lenten Soup Supper hosted by the Jr. Youth
Group
6:30PM Lenten Worship Service
7:30PM Choir

6-8PM Jr. Youth Group
9AM-1PM Easter for Kids

8:30AM
9:40AM
10:45AM
12PM
7:30PM

Kindergarten & 1st Grade Sing
Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Sunday School/Bible Class/Bible Information Class
Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Voters’ Meeting
Co-ed Recreational Volleyball

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flowers on the Altar: The flowers beautifying the altar today are given to God’s glory
by Dave & Cindy Reimers in memory of their fathers.
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