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Luke 18:1-8: Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray and not lose
heart: 2 “There was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and did not care about
people. 3 There was a widow in that town, and she kept going to him, saying, ‘Give me justice
from my adversary!’ 4 For some time he refused, but after a while he said to himself, ‘Even
though I do not fear God or care about people, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I
will give her justice so that she will not wear me out with her endless pleading.’”
6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 Will not God give justice to his chosen
ones, who are crying out to him day and night? Will he put off helping them? 8 I tell you that
he will give them justice quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?”

“God Expects to Hear from Us”
A person who is looking for a job has to learn about persistence. A job seeker must be
stubborn in searching for employment. He or she must go back to the place again and again
to remind the employer of their availability and willingness to work. I never liked to do
that. I was afraid that the perspective boss would find me to be annoying. And then they’d
never hire me. But my parents assured me that they actually expected it. The boss expects to
hear from someone who really wants a job.
Just before our text Jesus told His disciples about what to expect in the days just before
the last judgment comes. It was a scary picture. He compared those days leading up to the
end of the world to the time before the great flood in Noah’s day. He compared the coming
day of judgment to the sudden terror which fell from the skies on the cities of Sodom and
Gommorah. And when the disciples asked Him just where this would occur He told them,
“Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”
In the face of all that, Jesus told His friends to keep on praying. They shouldn’t be
bashful about asking for God’s help in the dark days before the end. They should value
prayer and be persistent in praying. God would expect to hear from them. Now in our own
day, as the end is so much closer and we observe much of what the Lord foretold, we should
know that GOD EXPECTS TO HEAR FROM US. 1. He knows our needs in this dark and
dangerous age. 2. He wants to help and protect us.
In this parable which makes up our text, Jesus describes the character of a particular
judge. “There was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and did not care about
people.” The notion that there is a God who is the final authority did not concern this
judge. He wouldn’t judge a case with the idea that there is such a thing as right or
wrong. The only god he knew and respected was himself.
Because he had no respect for the one true God, he wasn’t inclined to show respect for
other people. When someone appealed to him for mercy, he didn’t want to be bothered. If he
could prosper himself by accepting a bribe, he would. Otherwise he wasn’t interested.
Jesus also describes for us a certain widow. Back then there was no social security, no
safety net to support those without means or family to support and protect them. A widow

was regarded as helpless, an easy target for anyone who wanted to take advantage of her. If
she was cheated or assaulted she could only look to the fairness and the kindness of the court
for protection.
Jesus describes this widow as being a very persistent person. She would not be
deprived of the justice which was hers by right. If the judge sent her away, she wouldn’t stay
away, but would return to plead her case over and over. Jesus continues, “There was a
widow in that town, and she kept going to him, saying, ‘Give me justice from my adversary!’,
for some time he refused”.
True to form, the judge showed himself reluctant to help the woman. Each time she
appealed to him for justice, he declined. There was apparently nothing in it for him and he
would not waste his time or energy on this case and help this insignificant person.
So it was a contest of wills between a heartless, self-seeking judge and a persistent and
stubborn widow. We aren’t told how long the struggle went on, only that in the end the
widow got what she wanted. Jesus continues, “but after awhile he {the judge} said to
himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God or care about people, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will give her justice so that she will not wear me out with her endless
pleading.’”
The judge eventually gave in and helped her. Did he do so because he had a change of
heart? Had he suddenly changed into a kind and caring person? No. He helped her because
it was in his best interests to do so. He’d grown tired of the widow’s constant badgering. He
realized he’d get no rest from her until he relented. Because of her stubborn refusal to quit,
the woman finally got what she wanted.
The Lord has a lesson for us in this parable. Remember, He taught it to His disciples as
an encouragement to continue praying and never give up. So He drove home the point with
a startling contrast: “Listen to what the unjust judge says. Will not God give justice to His
chosen ones, who are crying out to Him day and night. Will He put off helping them? I tell
you, He will give them justice quickly.”
His point is clear. If even a scoundrel like this unjust judge will eventually give help to a
person who asks, won’t our Father in heaven listen and quickly respond to our
requests? After all, He has already consistently demonstrated His love for us by sending His
own Son to live a perfect life as the substitute for our own self-centered lives. He allowed
Jesus to be placed into the hands of wicked men who beat Him and nailed Him to the cross
where He made the final and complete sacrifice for all our sins.
The Judge relented because he didn’t want to be accosted by the widow any longer. But
God gave us what we needed most only out of pure love which moved Him to give up Jesus
to restore us and place us in a right relationship with Him again.
In order that we might believe and be saved, He has established the means of grace. The
Holy Spirit works through the word we hear and through baptism and communion in order
to distribute His salvation directly to our hearts. By them He brings us to faith and keeps us
in the faith.

Now by faith in Jesus Christ and His forgiveness, we can live with confidence each day
that an eternity of joy awaits us. It’s beyond imagining that after doing all this for us that God
would ever abandon us to our problems and dangers and ignore our requests. What a
privilege we have! What a duty to be always praying and always trusting and to never give
up!
What else can we learn about prayer and the spiritual armor the Lord provides us in
prayer? Here we see that the widow was dealing with someone with no concern for
justice. The God who wants to hear from us is prayer is absolutely just. In His prayers Jesus
called Him “righteous Father.”
The woman appealed to a judge who had no kindness or affection for her. To him she
was just another nameless face in the crowd. But Jesus encourages us in our prayers to call
Him “our Father”, as someone who wants only what is best for us. He has compassion for
His children.
The widow was all alone as she appealed to the judge. She had no high powered
attorney to fight for her. But when we pray to God we have at our side an Advocate who has
never lost a case before the judgment throne in heaven. He can point to His own suffering
and death as the ultimate proof that He has borne all our sins and that for His sake we are
God’s own ransomed people. Isaiah foretold, “He poured out His life unto death and was
numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sins of many and made intercession for the
transgressors.”
Jesus died for all our sins and to prove it, God raised Him from the dead. His continual
advocacy for us is described in Hebrews: “Because He lives forever, He has a permanent
priesthood. Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him,
because He always lives to intercede for them.
The widow had no promise of a quick response from the judge. No reason to think he
would listen and help her. But Jesus encourages us, saying, “He will give them justice
quickly.” Elsewhere Jesus gave us this assurance: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”
The end of all things is at hand, the Bible teaches. As the day of judgment approaches,
the Lord wants us to become stronger in our faith, even as fewer and fewer believe in
Him. As He poses in this rhetorical question: “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith
on the earth?”
Let us learn from the example of the widow to be persistent in our prayers. Do that,
trusting that your Father in heaven expects to hear from you and wants to help you in every
way, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

