
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School COVID-19 Preparedness Plan 
6-3-2020 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School Leaders have reviewed the “Industry Guidance For 
Safely Reopening: Faith Based Communities, Places of Worship, Weddings, and 
Funerals” provided by the Minnesota State Government, and found on their website at: 
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/worship-guidance-ACC_tcm1045-433301.pdf  

Under the advisement of this guidance, and seeking to comply with Governor Tim 
Walz’s Emergency Executive Order 20-63, to fulfill the requirements needed in order to 
offer worship services with over 10 people, we have put together the following “COVID-
19 Preparedness Plan” for Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School. 

A. For Worshippers/Attendees of Church Services: 

Mt. Olive’s Live, In-Person Worship Plan: (6-7-2020) 

Minnesota churches are now able to hold in-person worship services indoors at 25% 
of capacity, up to 250, if social distancing is practiced according to the guidelines of 
the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH).  The guidelines strongly recommend 
the use of masks and the avoidance of congregational singing.  You can view the 
entire list of recommendations for churches 
here:  https://mn.gov/deed/assets/worship-guidance-ACC_tcm1045-433301.pdf. 

This “Worship Plan” is an attempt, at this present time, to balance our desire for an 
edifying worship experience with the inherent risks of the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
understand that these guidelines will be a “work in progress”—with changes and 
adjustments being made regularly as the Board of Deacons continues to monitor 
and discuss the next steps needed to return to our regular worship life.  

Beginning on Sunday, June 7, 2020 we will restart our corporate worship at Mount 
Olive, with services held at 8:30 AM and 10:45 AM, and also on Monday evening, 
June 8, at 6:30 PM. The services will continue to be streamed and recorded for 
those who prefer to continue worshiping online or on KTV. 

Seeking to ensure a safe and edifying worship experience, the following guidelines 
are in place for these services: 

1. If you or a family member: 

a. have any symptoms of COVID-19 including fever, cough, shortness of breath, 
chills, headache, muscle pain, sore throat or loss of taste or smell; 

b. have been exposed to someone with these symptoms; or  

c. have been exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19, please do 
not attend our in-person services until cleared by your doctor. We encourage 
you to take advantage of our online and televised services. 

2. If you are in a higher risk category for COVID-19, we encourage you to continue 
worshiping with us online or on television.  



3. If you are not comfortable with the worship setting that these guidelines provide, 
please use our online or televised resources. 

4. All who desire to attend our live, in-person worship service must register online or 
register by calling the church office at 507-345-4966. If we reach the limit of 120 for 
attendance at a given service, people will be asked to schedule for an alternate 
service. 

5. We ask all attending to please enter by the main entrance doors, under the portico, 
on McConnell St. These doors will be propped open for all entering and leaving. 

6. As we return to live, in-person worship services, we strongly urge those worshiping 
with us to wear a mask. We make this request out of consideration for your fellow 
worshipers’ health and comfort. Our live, in-person services will also be abbreviated 
in length and will not include congregational singing at the present time. We pray 
that these adjustments to our services will be short-lived. 

7. Social distancing (6ft) is to be practiced as you are coming and going from the 
service. 

8. As you enter the church building, please follow the directions of the ushers. Ushers 
will be gloved and masked. 

9. Ushers will ensure family groups remain separated by 6-8 feet. Seating will begin 
from the front (closest to the pastors) to back to assist with social distancing. Please 
be prepared to sit in a spot that you may be unaccustomed to sitting in. If you have 
special seating needs, please let the usher know. 

10.  Bulletins will be placed among the pews where worshipers will be seated.  

11. Our Bulletins will be single-use. Please discard them or take them home after each 
service. 

12. The offering plates will not be passed during in the service. The plates will be out for 
you to leave your offering on each side of the pews as you are coming or going from 
the service.   

13. If a bathroom is needed, please use the bathrooms located in the hallway leading to 
the south parking lot.  Please maintain proper social distancing.  

14. After the service, wait to be dismissed by an usher. Those sitting in the back will be 
dismissed first to assist with social distancing. 

15. We ask that socialization/fellowship take place outside the building.   

16. Plans are still being developed for celebrating Holy Communion within the coming 
weeks. We will share that information with you as it becomes available. 

We offer our prayers of thanks to be gathering again for live, in-person worship 
services. We pray that the inconveniences that we are dealing with at this beginning 
stage may be dealt with patiently and in Christian love and that we may soon return to 
our regular worship life. Thank You.   


