
Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 9, 2020 

 

Order of Service, Rite Two (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 60) 
 

 
 

~Hymn 328, vv. 1, 4, 8,  Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness 
 

1. Soul, adorn thyself with gladness, 
Leave behind all gloom and sadness. 
Come into the daylight’s splendor; 
There with joy thy praises render 
Unto Him whose grace unbounded 
Hath this wondrous Supper founded. 
High o’er all the heav’ns He reigneth, 
Yet to dwell with thee He deigneth. 

 

4. Ah, how hungers all my spirit 
For the love I do not merit! 
Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging, 
Thought upon this food with longing, 
In the battle well-nigh worsted, 
For this cup of life have thirsted. 
For the Friend who here invites us 
And to God Himself unites us. 

8. Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
Thou hast left Thy throne in heaven 
On the cross for me to languish 
And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Thy blood in sadness. 
By this blood redeemed and living, 
Lord, I praise Thee with thanksgiving. 

 

~Invocation — Calling upon the Triune God  (ELH p. 60; Matt. 28:19) 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 

~Confession & Absolution — Admitting our guilt & receiving God’s forgiveness  
 (ELH p. 60, I; Ps 124:8, Ps 32:5) 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Who made heav’n and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 
C:  And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name? 

C: I do. 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by 
His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be with You! 

C: Amen 
 

~Introit & Gloria Patri (ELH p. 62; p. 143) 
P: God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C: In Him is salvation, life, and resurrection from the dead.  
P: By Him we are redeemed and set at liberty.  

C: God be merciful to us and bless us: and cause His face to shine on us. 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

~Kyrie Eleison — “Lord, Have Mercy”  (ELH p. 63, II) 
C:  Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Christe eleison. 
Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

 

~Salutation — The people’s blessing for the pastor’s work (ELH p. 66) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And with your spirit. 
 

~Collect — The congregation’s prayer of the day (ELH p. 66; p. 154, #57) 

P:  Let us pray:  O Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You, that of Your infinite mercy You have 
instituted this Your Sacrament, in which we eat Your body and drink Your blood:  Grant us, 
we beseech You, by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not receive this gift unworthily, but that 
we may confess our sins, remember Your agony and death, believe the forgiveness of sin, and 
day by day grow in faith and love, until we obtain eternal salvation; through You, who live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 

~Old Testament Lesson 
Exodus 12:1-13, 21-23  The Lord told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt: This 

month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the entire Israelite community that on the tenth day of this month, they are to take a 
lamb or a young goat for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, one lamb per 
household. But if the household is too small for a whole lamb, then that person and his 
neighbor next door to him must select one, based on the number of people. Determine what 
size lamb is needed according to how much each person will eat. 



Your lamb must be unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from the sheep or the 
goats. You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month. Then the whole assembly of 
the Israelite community is to slaughter the lambs at sunset. They shall take some of the blood 
and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses where they eat the lamb. That 
night they shall eat the meat that has been roasted over a fire, along with unleavened bread. 
They shall eat it with bitter herbs. Do not eat it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over a 
fire—with its head, its legs, and its internal organs. You shall not leave any of it until the 
morning. Whatever remains until the morning, you shall burn in the fire. This is how you are 
to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt ready for travel, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 

For on that night I will pass through the land of Egypt. I will strike down every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both people and animals. Against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are. When 
I see the blood, I will pass over you. There will be no plague among you to destroy you when 
I strike down the land of Egypt. 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and take lambs for 
yourselves according to your family size, and slaughter the Passover lamb. You shall take a 
bundle of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and paint the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you are to go out of the door of your 
house until morning. When the Lord passes through to strike Egypt and sees the blood on 
the lintel and the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the 
destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 
 

~Epistle Lesson 
1 Corinthians 11:23-32  For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you: The 

Lord Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way, after the meal, he also took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new testament in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore 
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. Instead, let a person examine himself and after 
doing so, let him eat of the bread and drink from the cup. For if anyone eats and drinks in an 
unworthy way because he does not recognize the Lord’s body, he eats and drinks judgment 
on himself. Because of this, many among you are weak and sick, and quite a few have fallen 
asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not be undergoing judgment. However, when 
we undergo judgment, we are being disciplined by the Lord so that we may not be 
condemned with the world. 
 

~Holy Gospel  (ELH p. 68) 
P: The Holy Gospel for Maundy Thursday is written in the 22nd chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Luke, beginning at the 14th verse. 

C:  Glory be to You, O Lord! 
  



~Gospel Lesson 
Luke 22: 14-20  When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the twelve 

apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, 
for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” He took a cup, 
gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves, for I tell you, from now on 
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” He took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup after the 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is being poured out for 
you. 
 

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
C:  Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

~Nicene Creed — Confession of faith  (ELH p. 69) 
P:  Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 
Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
  



 

~Chief Hymn 313, vv. 5, 11, 13, 14  I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 
 

5. Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
11. Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
By them my hungry soul is fed. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

13. Who can condemn me now? For surely 
The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
With Jesus I to heaven rise. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
14. Though death may threaten with disaster, 
It cannot rob me of my cheer, 
For He who is of death the Master 
With aid and comfort e’er is near. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

~Sermon Text 
Exodus 12:21-23  Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 

and take lambs for yourselves according to your family size, and slaughter the Passover lamb. 
You shall take a bundle of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and paint the lintel 
and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you are to go out of the 
door of your house until morning. When the Lord passes through to strike Egypt and sees 
the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not 
allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 
 

~Sermon Theme 
The Word, the Promise, the Passover Prepared for You 

 

~Hymn 320, v. 6  Lord, I Believe, Dear Lord, I Trust 
 

6. Lord, I believe, dear Lord, I trust; 
Help for faith’s weakness give me! 
See, I but ashes am and dust; 
Ne’er of Your Word deprive me! 
Your Baptism, Supper, and Your Word 
My comfort here below afford; 
Here lies my heart’s true treasure. 

 

~Maundy Thursday Prayer 
 

~Lord’s Prayer  (ELH p. 77-78; Mt. 6:9-13) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



~Collect of Thanksgiving (ELH p. 85, I) 
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given 
Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body 
all our sins, and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, 
the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to 
trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, 
that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the power of 
our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the Lord Jesus 
Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s name. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Stripping of the Altar and Tenebrae 
(Lights are extinguished and the altar is stripped, symbolizing the Lord’s agony in the Garden and the 
apparent victory of the powers of darkness in His betrayal and arrest. At the end of the service, we 
encourage you to take time for quiet meditation and prayer.) 
 

 

 
~Lesson:  

Matthew 26:30-32; 36-38:  And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount 
of Olives.  Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this 
night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’  But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”  Then Jesus came 
with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and 
pray over there.”  And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began 
to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.  Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful, even to death.  Stay here and watch with Me.” 
 

~Hymn 295, vv. 1-3  Over Kedron Jesus Treadeth 
 

1. Over Kedron Jesus treadeth, 
To His passion for us all; 
Ev’ry human eye be weeping, 
Tears of bitter grief let fall! 
Round His spirit flock the foes, 
Place their shafts and bend their bows, 
Aiming at the Savior solely, 
While the world forsakes Him wholly. 

 

2. David once, with heart afflicted, 
Crossed the Kedron’s narrow strand, 
Clouds of gloom and grief about him 
When an exile from his land. 
But, O Jesus, blacker now 
Bends the cloud above Thy brow, 
Hasting to death’s dreary portals 
For the shame and sin of mortals. 

3. Enter now the restful garden 
As a peaceful quiet space, 
Sorrow soon begins to darken,  
Follow Thee in ev’ry place! 
Come now, Adam, come and see 
Enter blest Gethsemane! 
See the Lord of heaven shaking 
Hellish anguish for us taking. 



 

~Psalm 22:1-5 (soloist)  
My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  Why are You so far from helping Me, and from the 
words of My groaning?  O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; and in the night season, 
and am not silent.  But You are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel.  Our fathers trusted in You; 
they trusted, and You delivered them.  They cried to You, and were delivered; they trusted in You 
and were not ashamed. 

 

~Hymn 295, vv. 4, 5  See How, Anguish Struck 
 

4. See how, anguish-struck, He falleth 

Prostrate, and with struggling breath, 
Three times on His God He calleth, 
Praying that the bitter death 
And the cup of doom may go, 
Still He cries, in all His woe: 
“Not My will, but Thine, O Father!”  
And the angels round Him gather. 

 

5. See how, in that hour of darkness, 
Battling with the evil pow’r, 
Agonies untold assail Him, 
On His soul the arrows show’r; 
All the garden flow’rs are wet 
With the drops of bloody sweat, 
From His anguished frame distilling— 
World’s redemption thus fulfilling! 

~Psalm 22:6-11 (soloist) 
But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised by the people.  All those who see Me 
ridicule Me; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, “He trusted in the Lord, let Him 
rescue Him; let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!”  But You are He who took Me out of the 
womb; You made me trust while on My mother’s breasts.  I was cast upon You from birth.  From My 
mother’s womb You have been My God.  Be not far from Me, for trouble is near; for there is none to 
help. 

 

~Hymn 295, v. 6  But, O Flow’rs, So Sadly Watered 
 

6. But, O flow’rs, so sadly watered 

By this pure and precious dew, 
In some blessed hour your blossoms 
’Neath the olive-shadows grew! 
Eden’s garden did not bear 
Aught that can with you compare, 
For the blood, thus freely given, 
Makes my soul the heir of heaven. 

 

~Psalm 22:12-15 (soloist) 
Many bulls have surrounded Me; strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.  They gape at Me with 
their mouths, like a raging and roaring lion.  I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out 
of joint; My heart is like wax; it has melted within Me.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and 
My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 

  



 

~Hymn 295, vv. 7, 8  When As Flow’rs Themselves I Wither 
 

7. When as flow’rs themselves I wither, 
When I droop and fade like grass, 
When the life-streams through my pulses 
Dull and ever duller pass, 
When at last they cease to roll  
Then, to cheer my singing soul, 
Grace of Jesus, be Thou given- 
Source of triumph! Pledge of heaven! 

8. Daily I am gladly yearning 
E’er to go to Kedron’s stream 
And from earthly pleasure turning 
In a penitential theme! 
Daily in Gethsemane 
With my spirit I shall see  
Jesus’ bleeding and His sighing 
For my soul is all His dying.  

 

~Psalm 22:16-19 (soloist) 
For dogs have surrounded Me; the congregation of wickedness has enclosed Me.  They pierced My 
hands and My feet; I can count all My bones.  They look and stare at Me.  They divide My garments 
among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.  But You, O Lord, do not be far from Me; O My 
Strength, hasten to help Me! 

 

~Closing Collects (ELH p. 40) 
P:  Let us pray:  O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed 
us; save us and help us, we humbly beseech You, O Lord.  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, we humbly beseech You to set Your Passion, Cross and Death between Your judgment 
and our souls, now and in the hour of death.  Give us mercy and grace, and grant Your Church 
concord and peace, that at length we shall enjoy everlasting life and glory; for with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit You reign, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

~Silent Prayer 
 

 
Preacher: Vicar Jacob Kempfert / Liturgist: Pastor Luke Ulrich 

Organist: John Baumann / Soloist: Paul Gullixson 
 

 


