For Those Who Wonder:
“Where Is God?!”

@

Considering a Message from Isaiah 49:13-17
For the Week of November 11th, 2018

It is the 3rd to Last Sunday of the Church Year. So, the church year is winding down, which is also the time
when we consider how the time left for this world is also winding down. We are currently living in the "end times."
In these end times, Christians will see and experience struggles and hardships. We are told to expect this! The
devil, knowing his time is short, will be "working to deceive even the elect, if it were possible" (Matthew 24:24-25).
And he loves to do this by accusing God of evil—suggesting to us that God has forsake us and abandoned us.
Satan would try to point us to the challenges we face as evidence that God is against us. But the reality is, God
desires to work through these challenges for the good of His people. This is why he offers forewarning and
encouragement to those who will face these things. He does "not want us to be uninformed" (1 Thessalonians
4:13) so he offers details in His Word that will help us be prepared for the struggles faced in the end times. This is
what God has always done. In the Sermon text we see how He offered this same encouragement to His chosen
people before they were going to face an incredibly difficult situation. As He proclaimed to the Israelites before the
Babylonian Captivity: "I will not forget you!" (Isaiah 49:15) He continues to proclaim this to us. Though at times we
have forsaken God—He assures us that He will never forsake or abandon us. He has in fact gone to such great
efforts to save us by the work of Jesus Christ, that we have a sure and certain hope that He remains with us
through any struggle or challenge.
Opening Prayer: We thank You Heavenly Father for bringing us together. Send Your Holy Spirit to help us
grow in faith and love, especially as we gather together with our fellow Christians. Help us to not doubt You or
Your love though we face hardships and difficulties. We call upon you to fulfill your promise that you will work
through these things for our good. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CONNECT to Each Other
Take a few moments to greet each other—especially anyone who might be new or unfamiliar
to the people in your group. Introduce yourselves again if anyone is unfamiliar with anyone
else, give an interesting factoid about yourself that not many people know...
1. Have you ever faced (—or have you known anyone else who has faced—) hardships and

difficulties so great that you wondered if God had left you or abandoned you? Please
share examples of your own—or of others that you were encouraging (—as you are
comfortable...).

CONNECT to the Word—Read the Bible text together (also consider its context): Isaiah 49:13-17
2. Why does Isaiah prophecy that Zion (—that is, the people of Israel,) would say “The
LORD has forsaken me...has forgotten me.” What was going to be coming upon them?

3. Why do we face hardships and difficulties? Is God getting even
with us? Is this retribution? What kind of attitude does God have
towards us as we face hardships and difficulties—as we face
“punishment” or “discipline”?

4. How is “discipline” a more accurate word than “punishment” when discussing the
challenges we face? How is “discipline” related to “disciple”?

5. What beautiful comfort is found in the verses of Isaiah 49! What do you find to be the
most comforting line/verse? Explain why...

CONNECT to Life
7. In what ways has God worked through hardship and tragedy for the good of His people?
How has he worked through hardships and challenges for YOUR good?

8. How did the hymns, other lessons, parts of the service, etc. fit together with the Sermon
message and overall theme for the day?

CONNECT in Prayer—In closing & throughout the week!


PLEASE OFFER PRAYERS of Thanks that God has such love for unworthy people like us—and that He
shares this Love with us personally as we receive His Word and Sacraments!



PRAY for the ongoing work of our Building Project and for those working on our project.



PRAY for our newborn babies (Especially Lydia Scheele—who was baptized this past week!) and
expecting mothers of our church.



PRAY that God may guide Adam & Mandy Pavelchik as they deliberate on their divine calls to come and
serve at Mt. Olive as Principal and as 6th Grade Teacher.



PRAY for our Veterans who faithfully served us and our nation as we celebrate Veteran’s Day on
November 11th.



PRAY for our sister in Christ Lisa Brown as she recovers from a recent surgery to remove thyroid cancer.
Prayers of thanks for successful surgery—and requesting continued healing and return to health.



PRAY for any other special requests or needs of the people in your group!
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