Two Churchgoers: The Right &
Wrong Way of Approaching God

@

Considering a Message from Luke 18:9-14
For the Week of August 12th, 2018

This Sunday of the church year focuses on the importance of coming before God humbly, with repentant
hearts, willing to confess our sins, seeking God’s mercy. Such hearts give glory and praise to God this kind of
heart in us, shows that we revere and trust in Him! This is the kind of heart demonstrated by the Tax Collector.
Unlike the Pharisee who “trusted in his own righteousness and looked down on others,” the Tax Collector
admitted that he was unrighteous, that he could look down upon no one else! Instead, he asked God to “be
merciful to him, a sinner!”

This is how we approach God as we gather in His house—as we come to church, gathering around the Means
of Grace. We do so with repentant hearts, seeking to receive God’s forgiveness and mercy. Never would we hold
up our own righteous acts or make comparisons between ourselves and “others.” The only standard we can
compare ourselves to is the standard of perfection that God has set in His Law. We understand and admit that we
have fallen short of this standard. Therefore we are driven to seek God’s forgiveness, which He is happy to share
with us because of what our Lord Jesus has done! By Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection we now can leave
church as the Tax Collector did—Justified before God! As we look at the two churchgoers, we see the right and
wrong way of approaching God. We do not want to follow the example of the Pharisee who tried to point God to
see his own righteousness. Rather we follow the Tax Collector’s example: being willing to admit our faults and
trusting in God’s mercy.
Opening Prayer: We thank You Heavenly Father for bringing us together. Send Your Holy Spirit to help us
grow in faith and love, especially as we gather together with our fellow Christians. Help us to have humble hearts
that trust in Your mercy and grace—and that rejoice in knowing that You are willing to justify broken, sinful people
like us. Help us always to love and rejoice in the message of Your grace. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CONNECT to Each Other
Take a few moments to greet each other—especially anyone who might be new or unfamiliar
to the people in your group. Introduce yourselves again if anyone is unfamiliar with anyone
else, give an interesting factoid about yourself that not many people know...
1. The parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector is a familiar one to us. We hear it often.

What other Bible lessons do you never tire of hearing? Which ones never get old or stale
for you—but you are happy to stand before them again and again? Please also explain
why you love these sections so much...

CONNECT to the Word—Read the Bible text together (also consider its context): Luke 18:9-14
2. What do you know about Pharisees? How would you characterize a Pharisee? Why did
Jesus have to deal so harshly with the Pharisees?

3. How do we relate to the Pharisee in our text? What are the
temptations he fell to that still afflict us today?

4. (Please share as you are willing...) In what ways do you
personally struggle with “Pharisaical” temptations? (i.e. trusting in your
own good works, or various comparisons that you make between yourself and others...)

5. What do you know about Tax Collectors in Jesus’ time? How would you characterize a tax
collector? Why was Jesus willing to associate with people like Tax Collectors?

6. In what ways should we be like the Tax Collector from the Parable?

CONNECT to Life
7. Where/How in our church service (and also in our daily lives,) do we approach God with
the kind of heart that the Tax Collector had? Where/How does God exalt those who come
humbly before Him?

8. How did the hymns, other lessons, parts of the service, etc. fit together with the Sermon
message and overall theme for the day?

CONNECT in Prayer—In closing & throughout the week!








PLEASE OFFER PRAYERS for continued appreciation of God’s mercy and a willingness for us all to come
before God with humble hearts that rejoice to know we get to go home Justified before Him!
Pray for the continued success of our outreach efforts—especially to bless the Gospel Seeds that our area
ELS/WELS churches are working to plant with our Sudanese friends. Pray that our picnic potluck this past
Sunday might build bridges and provide us with opportunities to share God’s word with this community!
Prayers for God’s guidance and blessings on our upcoming building project that is moving ahead.
Prayers for our upcoming school year—and continued opportunities for Mt. Olive, MVL, & BLC to grow and
to build young people up in their faith and trust of God’s grace.
Continued Prayers for healing and strengthening of Dr. Steve Reagles, Sig Lee, Ernie Lillo, Gail Blilie, and
Joan Navia!
Offer any other prayers for those in your group who have any requests.
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