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1123 Marsh St., Mankato, MN 56001 / (507) 345-4966 / mtolive@mtolivelutheran.org
Pastors John J. Petersen & Luke Ulrich / Mr. Larry Rude, Principal

Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you
for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest please fill out a guest card (found in the
hymnbook rack) or sign our guest book in the entry. We invite you to come and
worship with us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service from the ELS
Hymnary are available from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the
Hearing Impaired: Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please
ask an usher for a receiver.
Order of Service, Rite One (p. 41)

I.

The Service of Preparation

~Opening Prayer
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your mercy and
compassion You caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed us
from sin and everlasting death: We beseech You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy
Spirit, that we may ever be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in
all tribulation and temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same,
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.
~Hymn 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful
~Confession of Sin (p.41, form I)
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. Almighty God, our Maker and
Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean,
and that we have sinned against You by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the sake of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us:
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will,
and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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~Kyrie Hymn 268 v. 6 My Sins Are Countless as the Sands
~Absolution (p. 43, form II)
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all your
sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
~Gloria in Excelsis Deo Hymn 116 v. 3 Come to Bethlehem and See
~Salutation (p. 45)
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.
~Collect
P: Let us pray: Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that the new birth of Your onlybegotten Son in the flesh may set us free who are held in the old bondage under the yoke of
sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
II.

The Service of the Word

~Old Testament Lesson
Micah 5:2-4
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me
The One to be Ruler in Israel,
Whose goings forth are from of old,
From everlasting.”
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Therefore He shall give them up,
Until the time that she who is in labor has given birth;
Then the remnant of His brethren
Shall return to the children of Israel.
And He shall stand and feed His flock
In the strength of the Lord,
In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God;
And they shall abide,
For now He shall be great
To the ends of the earth.
~Choir: From Heaven Above To Earth I Come
From heaven above to earth I come
To bring good news to every home,
Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To all the world, and gladly sing!

J.S. Bach

~Epistle Lesson
Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special
people, zealous for good works.
~Choir: Gesù, Bambino
When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows
Upon a winter night
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose
The King of love and light
The angels sang, the shepherds sang
The grateful earth rejoiced
And at His blessed birth the stars
Their exultation voiced

arr. Sally DeFord

Oh come, let us adore Him
Christ, the Lord
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Again the heart with rapture glows
To greet the holy night
That gave the world its Christmas Rose
The King of love and light
Let every voice acclaim His name
The grateful chorus swell
From paradise to earth He came
That we with Him might dwell
Oh come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
~Gospel Lesson
John 1:1-14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him,
and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which
gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own
did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.
C:  God be praised for His glad tidings.
~Nicene Creed (p. 47)
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose
kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to
come.  Amen.
~Hymn 118 vv. 1, 2 Arise, My Soul Sing Joyfully
~Exordium
~Hymn 142 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
~Sermon Text
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
~Sermon Theme
Look at the Glory
1. Looking at Jesus only through our physical eyes, we may not see what we
expect to see.
2. But looking through the eyes of faith, we will see what we need to see.
~Christmas Festival Prayer
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~Offering & Hymn 128 vv. 1, 3, 6, 8 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God has given
them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in our community and
around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel obligated to participate in this
offering. Instead, we ask you to fill out a Welcome Card and place that in the
offering plate.)

III.

The Service of Holy Communion

* Holy Communion: The Bible teaches that in this Sacrament we receive Christ's true body and
blood with the bread and wine. Here, Jesus gives His people what they need most of all:
forgiveness of sins. Guests & Visitors: We understand that by coming forward and taking
communion, you are professing a unity of faith with this congregation and that you are in full
agreement with the teachings and doctrines of our church. If you are unsure of the teachings of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please talk with a pastor
before communing. Thank You.

~Preface (p. 50)
P: The Lord be with you. C:  And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. C:  We lift up our hearts unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. C:  It is good and right so to do.
~General Preface (p. 51)
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for in the mystery of the
Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that, seeing You in
the person of Your Son, we may be drawn to the love of those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
~Sanctus (pp. 51-52)
C:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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~Lord’s Prayer (p. 53)
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
~Words of Institution (p. 54)
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same
way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
~Agnus Dei (p. 55)
C:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world, grant us Your peace. Amen.
~Distribution
Hymn 146 When Christmas Morn Is Dawning
Hymn 148 vv. 1-3 Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men
Hymn 144 vv. 3, 5 Thy Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We
Hymn 148 vv. 6-8 A Wondrous Change Which He Does Make!
Hymn 113 vv. 1, 4 A Great and Might Wonder
Hymn 328 vv. 7, 8 Jesus, Sun of Life, My Splendor
~Dismissal (p. 56)
P: Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, who has now bestowed upon you His holy
body and blood, whereby He has made full satisfaction for all your sins, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith unto everlasting life. Peace be with you. Amen.
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~Collect of Thanksgiving (p. 56)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C:  Amen.
~Benediction (pp. 56-57)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C:  Amen, amen, amen.
~Closing Hymn 126 1, 4 God Rest You Merry
~Closing Prayer (p. 57)
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith,
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
Preacher: Pastor John J. Petersen / Liturgist: Pastor Luke Ulrich
Organist: Mark DeGarmeaux
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Join us for these Worship Services
2017 Schedule
Sunday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
8:30 AM – Divine Service
NO Bible studies or Sunday School classes
10:45 AM – Divine Service
6:30 PM – New Year’s Eve Service
Monday, January 1, New Year’s Day
No evening service
Office Closed
Monday, January 8
Evening services resume
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