ADVENT 3
Sunday, December 17, 2017, 8:30 & 10:45 AM

Mount Olive Lutheran Church & School, €LS

1123 Marsh Street Mankato, MN 56001 / (507)345-4966 church@mtolivelutheran.org
Pastors John J. Petersen & Luke Ulrich / Principal Larry Rude

Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you for
worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a Guest Card (found in front of you in
the hymnbook rack) or sign our guest book in the entry. We invite you to come and worship
with us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service from the ELS Hymnary are
available from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the Hearing Impaired: Our
facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.

Explanation of the Week

The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness to "Prepare the way" before the Lord
(Mal 3:1-6). John's purpose was to call the people to repentance, that they might be made
ready for the Messiah's coming, so that God's people might "stand" and "endure the day of
His coming.” John the Baptist speaks to people throughout the ages. Being "A voice
calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him," (Luke
3:1-6) he continues to exhort us also in this season of preparation: Advent. Through
repentance and absolution, the "rough ways" in our hearts are made "smooth." The
stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Cor 4:1-5) still deliver Christ's overflowing forgiveness
to the poor in spirit, comforting God's people with the word of the Gospel which stands
forever. This Gospel produces rejoicing among those who believe; for by it we "will see
God's Salvation.” (Luke 3:6)







Order of Service, the Two (p. 60)

L The Servzce of Preparatzon

~Hymn 106 On Jordan’s Bank the Herald’s Cry

~Invocation (p. 60)
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: 7 Amen.

~Confession of Sin (pp. 60-61, form [)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: 7 Who made heav’n and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: 7 And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You
all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that
you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C:Ido.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C:Ido.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy
Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be
with You!
C: Amen



~Salutation (p. 66)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: A And with your spirit.

~Collect (p. 66)
P: Let us pray: Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to
become Man and to come into the world that He might destroy the works of the devil,
deliver us poor offenders from sin and death, and give us everlasting life: We beseech
You so to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we may seek no other
refuge than His Word, and thus avoid the sin to which we are by nature inclined, in
order that we may always be found among the faithful followers of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true
God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

~Four or More: Go and Tell John Pfautsch
Go and tell John what you see and hear,
That the blind recover their sight.
That the lame are able to walk.
That the deaf are able to hear,
Tell John, go tell John what you see and hear,
That the sick regain their health.
That the dead are raised to life
Happy is the man who comes to Me
For he shall see God
Go and tell John, tell John.

1L The Service ofthé Word

~0ld Testament Lesson

Malachi 3:1-6 “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way
before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the
Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” says the LORD
of hosts. “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner
and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer to the LORD an offering in righteousness. Then the offering
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of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the LORD, as in the days of old, as in former
years. And [ will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness against
sorcerers, against adulterers, against perjurers, against those who exploit wage
earners and widows and orphans, and against those who turn away an alien— because
they do not fear Me,” says the LORD of hosts. “For I am the LORD, I do not change;
therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.”

~Epistle Lesson

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of
the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court.
In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not
justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the
time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness
and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.

~Nicene Creed (p. 69)

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose
kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to
come. Amen.



~Hymn 107 vv. 1-3 When All the World Was Cursed

~Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text

Luke 3:1-6 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, while
Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to John the son of
Zacharias in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, as it is written in the book
of the words of [saiah the prophet, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

Make His paths straight.

Every valley shall be filled

And every mountain and hill brought low;

The crooked places shall be made straight

And the rough ways smooth;

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

~Sermon Theme
Prepare the Way for the Lord into Our Hearts!

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus unto everlasting life. Amen.

~Offertory (pp. 70-71)
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free
Spirit. Amen.

~Prayers

~Offering & Hymn 40 v. 2, Now Let Us to the Lord Lift Up Our Hearts
(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God has given
them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in our community and
around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel obligated to participate in this
offering. Instead, we ask you to fill out a Welcome Card and place that in the

offering plate.)



1L The Service ofHon Commumon

* Hon Commumon The Blble teaches that in this Sacrament we receive Chrlsts true body and
blood with the bread and wine. Here, Jesus gives His people what they need most of all:
forgiveness of sins. Guests & Visitors: We understand that by coming forward and taking
communion, you are professing a unity of faith with this congregation and that you are in full
agreement with the teachings and doctrines of our church. If you are unsure of the teachings of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please talk with a pastor
before communmg Thank You

~Lord’s Prayer (pp. 77-78)
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
C: 2 For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

~Words of Institution (pp. 78-79)

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same
way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

~Pax Domini (p. 79)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: 7 Amen.

~Agnus Dei (pp. 79-80)
C: 2 O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world, grant us Your peace. Amen.



~Distribution
Hymn 105 vv. 1-3, Rise, Children of the Kingdom
Hymn 102 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

Hymn 105 vv. 4-5 Arise, Ye Poor and Needy!

Hymn 327 v. 1 O Lord, We Praise Thee
Hymn 46 Sing Praise to the God of Israel

~Dismissal of Communicants (p. 81)
P: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and His precious blood strengthen and preserve
you in the true faith to everlasting life. Depart in peace. Amen.

~Nunc Dimittis (pp. 81-82)
C: 2 Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.
For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the
face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people
Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

~Collect of Thanksgiving (p. 83, form II)
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup;

C: 7 We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
P: Let us pray: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

~Salutation (p. 84)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: 2 And with your spirit.

~Benedicamus (p. 84)
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: A Thanks be to God.



~Benediction (pp. 84-85)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: 7 Amen, amen, amen.

~Hymn 110 v. 6 O Come, Thou Dayspring, Come and Cheer



Preacher Pastor Luke Ulrzch / thurglst Pastor ]Ohn Petersen
Organlsts 1st: Cassze]ohnson /Z”d Mark DeGarmeaux

LAST WEEK'’S ATTENDANCE/LORD’S SUPPER ATTENDANCE
Sunday: 8:30am; 296 10:45am; 175 Wednesday: 201
GIVEN LAST WEEK FOR THE LORD’S WORK: $25,413.90; Online: $1,780.09

T}MFOR
GIVING

NEEDED EACH WEEK TO MEET ANNUAL BUDGET: $16,790

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.

Did you know you can give your offering online? Just go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on
the link, "donate on line."

Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV:
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507
(Consolzdated Commumcatzons) on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK
Ushers: 1st Service - Jeff Younge (captain), Aaron Younge, Joseph Roemhildt, Tim
Roembhildt, Dustin Basel

2nd Service - Mark Madson (captain), Kirk Hankins, Joel Peterson, Andy Overn, lan
Overn, Chad Feistner

Greeters: 15t Service - Mark & Michelle Graham, Steve & Lois Jaeger
2nd Service - Dan & Joanne Maas, Robert & Ruth Heidenreich

Offering Counters: John Foede, John Baumann

Altar Guild: Heidi Graham, Sharon Madson
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WEEK AT A GLANCE: December 17, 2017—December 10, 2017

Sunday 8:30AM | Divine Service w/Holy Communion
December 17 9:40AM | Bible Class/Sunday School/Bible Information Class
10:45AM | Divine Service w/Holy Communion
3PM | Children’s Christmas Service
7:30PM | Co-ed Recreational Volleyball
Monday No Divine Service, please come Wednesday
December 18 7PM | Board of Stewardship
Tuesday 8AM | Women'’s Bible Study - Philippians
December 19 6:30PM | Jesus Cares Ministry Christmas Program & Reception
Wednesday 8:05AM | CDS Chapel
December 20 9AM | Bible Study - Psalms
CDS Early Dismissal - No End-of-Day Busing
No Youth Choir
4PM | Only Grade 8 Confirmation
5PM | Advent Benefit Supper, Chili Cheese Dogs, Saidler Family
6:30PM | Advent Midweek Service
7:30PM | Senior Choir
8:30PM | Men’s Choral
Thur. Dec. 21 7PM | MVL, Christmas Concert
Fri. Dec. 22 10:15AM | Service at Pathstone
Sat. Dec. 23
Sunday 10AM | Divine Service
December 24 4:30PM | Christmas Eve Service, Senior Choir Sings
7PM | Candlelight Service
Monday 10AM | Christmas Day Service, Senior Choir Sings

December 25

No Evening Service

Flowers on the Altar: The plant beautifying the altar today are given to God’s glory by

Hal & Marsha Natvig.

Poinsettias from Hy-Vee have been delayed and will be arranged in the Sanctuary

ANNOUNCEMENTS

before next Sunday.

Voters & congregant members: SAVE THE DATE! for the open forum January 7,

2017, between services. Voters’ meeting is January 14, at noon in the sanctuary.

R N
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After a time of prayerful consideration and reflection, Pastor Petersen has decided to
decline the call he received from Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Albert Lea. Pastor
would like to thank everyone for their prayers and conversations and counsel as he
deliberated on this call!

Applications are now being accepted for a part-time office assistant at Mount Olive. A
job description and application are available in the church office.

Monday Evening Services are postponed during the Advent season. Monday evening
services resume Monday, January 8. Those accustomed to attending Monday evenings
are encouraged to join us Wednesday evenings for the Advent services.

On the narthex table are extra copies of Perpetuating Our Giving!, Building On Our
Mission packets, The Cross-stitch Corner (issue 4.5), Thoughts of Faith (Oct. 2017), and
the Mt. Olive Herald; forms for 7t Grade Confirmation Sermon Notes; signup sheets for
volunteering at New 2 You; December editions of MVL’s Memo, the ELS President’s
Newsletter, and The Olive Press; a stack of giving envelopes for MVL memorials and the
ELS mission & ministry, and a lone copy of Meditations (Dec 3 - March 3).

Missing Coat: An extra large, black, Eddie Bauer, men’s 3/4 length coat (no hood) was
mistakenly taken from church. Kindly return the coat or notify our church office for
assistance.

Sunday School Students: Today is the final practice for the Children’s Christmas
Service. Meet in the gym between services. Then, this afternoon, gather at 2:40 PM in
the appropriate classrooms.

Coffee & Donut Volunteers: We are looking for more volunteers willing to make
coffee before our services and pick up donuts/treats and bring them for our Bible
Study time. If you would like to volunteer in this way, please go to the Mount Olive
website and click on the Coffee Servers Sign Up link at the bottom. If you have
questions, contact Sam Barbosa (sambarbosa3@gmail.com or 507-382-4928). We also
extend our thanks to the Barbosas & those who have provided coffee and treats in the
past year!
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Kwik Trip Cards: Mt. Olive youth (grades 5-12) are selling Kwik Trip Cards as a fund-
raiser for our church youth activities. The groups currently receive 5% of the profits.
Cards are sold between services on Communion Sundays year round. Contact Angie
Younge 389.9137 or Rebecca Strom 386.0372 with questions.

2018 Flower Calendar for the church year is now up in the entry way next to the
bulletin board. Thank you for signing up to bring flowers to beautify our altar this
coming year!

Mount Olive Strings Group plays before our 4:30 Christmas Eve Service--Pre-Service
Christmas Music starts at 4:00 PM.

Today! Sign up for a Connect Group. What are Connect Groups? We are small groups
of members of Mt. Olive who are gathering for food, drink, prayer and to talk about the
sermon. Usually in a casual setting where we can connect and grow in faith. There are
multiple groups to choose from that meet at various times throughout the week. Join
now by signing up in the Narthex between services. The next Connect Group sessions
start the week of January 7.

Synod
Our synod treasurer reports, as of December 14, that we are shy of our budgetary

needs by $103,500 for this last month of the year. Our $760,000 goal for
congregational support is achievable. May the Lord grant us generous hearts in seeking
to achieve this goal. Remember, all budgetary gifts above the $735,000 level go
directly to home missions. In other words, after $78,500 in gifts every dollar goes
directly to home missions. May our response be generous and may we use our gift to
the glory of our Savior's name.

WELS

Young Professionals Small Group: St. Paul's (WELS) in North Mankato is starting a
group for Young Adults (ages 21-30) who would like to meet for Christian fellowship,
networking, and Bible Study. The group will meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30
in the conference room at the North Mankato Taylor Library beginning on January 3.
Please bring along a Bible. Attendees will discuss the application of the book of Romans
to their lives. Please contact Max and Danica Kerr with any questions via email at
max.danica.kerr@gmail.com or phone (507) 227-0286. Childcare will not be provided.
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Kingdom Workers Summer Jobs: From June 17-July 15, forge relationships as you
assist with a children’s gardening class, help with the annual music camp, and

participate in Sunday School and other community events. Join us July 7-15 to teach
group instrument lessons, basic music theory, singing, and more. Skills learned at the
camp can be used to proclaim the gospel throughout the community! Find details
online at http://www.kingdomworkers.com/opportunities.php

Community

Join the Mankato Area Youth Wind Ensemble as they celebrate and honor those
who have helped influence our musical lives TODAY from 3:00 - 4:00 PM at Trinity

Chapel, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN. Tickets are $10 per person and are
available at the door.

Share your voice in the new year! Explore Opera-tunities with us! Auditions are
January 8, 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Bethany Lutheran College. To audition, go to
www.minnesotavalleychorale.com or call our Executive Director, Carolyn Borgen, at
612-251-8492.
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You’re Invited
To

Our Jesus Cares Ministry
Christmas Service

Tuesday, December 19, 2017
6:30 P.M.
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
1123 Marsh St.
Mankato, MN 56001

—

Praise the LORD/

*:
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Wl
E 3 Jesus Cares Ministries
w Where the Care of the Soul is the Soul of Care

Mt. Olive has a Jesus Cares Program

What i s the fAJesus Cares Ministryo
A ministry that brings the Gospel message to developmentally delayed
people in our congregation and the community.

When and where does Jesus Cares meet?
The Jesus Cares group meets on the first and third Tuesday of every month
in the Social Hall at Mt. Olive from 6:30 to 7:30 PM.

Some of the things done at Jesus Cares:
Each evening:
- begins with a devotion
- is followed by a greeting and the lesson for the week
- has singing of appropriate songs
- reviews with a flannel graph retelling of the lesson
- ends with a craft project that may be taken home
- gives hugs when needed

What mlght you do to help with this ministry?
Be a door greeter
- Drive patrticipants to church for Sunday worship
- Help with our July “Freedom Party”
- Give a monetary gift
- Assist members in doing the art project
- Volunteer to play the piano
- Keep this ministry in your prayers

If you would be interested in helping in any way, please email or contact
Mary Born 388-9220, mborn@mtolivelutheran.org
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Thank You to Our 2017 New2You Workers

Please consider working just ONCE in 2018.
January 7 Elli Fisher, Joleen Schirmers, Silas & Mary Born
February 4  Elli Fisher, Peggy Harstad, JacobKempfert, Mary Born

March 4 Elli Fisher, Diane Gullixson, Jacob Kempfert, Mary Born

April 1 Elli Fisher, Mary Born, Triah Meyer, Aneka & Lexi
Tweeten

May 6 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Silas & Mary Born

June 3 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Silas & Mary Born

July 1 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Silas & Mary Born

August 5 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Ashley Covell, Jon Basel
September 2 Jacie Lieske, Silas Petersen, Silas & Mary Born
October 7 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Silas & Mary Born
November 4 Elli Fisher, Jacie Lieske, Silas & Mary Born
December 2 Elli Fisher, Joleen Schirmers, Mary Born, Gail Mumm

The first shift is from 9:45 to 12:15 and the second shift is from 12:15
until 3:00. There will always be an experienced worker there to help.
You will find the sign-up sheet on the narthex table. Thank you for
helping 1 JUST ONCE.
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Join us for these Worship Services
2017 Schedule

Wednesday, December 20 (Midweek Advent)
5:00 - 6:15 PM- Benefit dinner served by the Saidler family
6:30 PM — Readings & Hymns

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve
10:00 AM — Divine Service
4:30 PM — Christmas Eve Service
7:00 PM — Candlelight Service

Monday, December 25, Christmas Day
Office Closed
10:00 AM — Divine Service

Sunday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
8:30 AM — Divine Service
NO Bible studies or Sunday School classes
10:45 AM — Divine Service
6:30 PM — New Year’s Eve Service

Monday, January 1, New Year’'s Day
Office Closed

Monday, January 8
Evening services resume
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