ADVENT 1

Sunday, December 3, 2017, 8:30 & 10:45 AM

Mount Olive Lutheran Church & School, €LS

1123 Marsh Street Mankato, MN 56001 / (507)345-4966 church@mtolivelutheran.org
Pastors John J. Petersen & Luke Ulrich / Principal Larry Rude

Welcome! In the name of our risen Savior we welcome you to Mt. Olive and thank you for
worshipping with us. If you are a guest, please fill out a Guest Card (found in front of you in
the hymnbook rack) or sign our guest book in the entry. We invite you to come and worship
with us again soon. Large Print copies of the order of service from the ELS Hymnary are
available from the usher stand in the back of the sanctuary. For the Hearing Impaired: Our
facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.

Explanation of the Week

The new church year begins by focusing on the humble coming of our Lord. "Behold, your
King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey." Even as He was born in a lowly
manger, so Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a beast of burden. For He bears the sin of the
world. He is the Son of David riding to His enthronement on the cross, where He shows
Himself to be "The Lord, our Righteousness” (Jer 33:14-18). Our Lord still comes in great
humility to deliver His righteousness to us in the Word and Sacraments. Before receiving
Christ's body and blood, we also sing, "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!" (Mt 21:1-9) And as we receive the Sacrament, we set our hearts
on His return in glory, for "Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed” (Rom
13:11-14).







Order of Service, Rite One (p. 41)

L The Service of Preparation

~Opening Prayer (p. 41)

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through
the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus
in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s
sake. Amen.

~Hymn 92 vv. 1-3 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

~Confession of Sin (pp. 41-42, form II)

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not
only that we have been conceived and born in sin, but also that throughout life we have
often and in many ways offended You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed,
so that You could with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.

Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your holy
justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should hate in
every way as long as we live.

O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy, and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only-
begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:

Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts to
full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who
have offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help
us, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

~Kyrie Eleison (pp. 42-43)
C: I O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us. O God the Son,
Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us. O God the Holy Ghost, true
Comforter, have mercy upon us.



~Absolution (p. 43, form II)

P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: Come unto Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.

Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all your
sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

~Salutation (p. 45)
P: The Lord be with you.
C:1 And with your spirit.

~Collect (p. 45)
P: Let us pray: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise You
forever, that You sent Your Son to rule over us poor sinners, who for our
transgressions justly deserved to remain in the bondage of sin and Satan, and that in
Him You gave us a meek and righteous King, who by His death became our Savior from
sin and eternal death. We beseech You so to enlighten, govern and direct us by Your
Holy Spirit, that we may ever remain faithful to this righteous King and Savior, and not,
after the manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and despised Word,
but, firmly believing in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true
God, now and forever.

C:1 Amen.

11. The Service of the Word

~0ld Testament Lesson

Jeremiah 33:14-18 ‘Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, ‘that I will
perform that good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the house
of Judah: In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David a Branch of
righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In those days
Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which she
will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” “For thus says the LORD: ‘David shall
never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; nor shall the priests, the
Levites, lack a man to offer burnt offerings before Me, to kindle grain offerings, and to
sacrifice continually.”



~Epistle Lesson

Romans 13:11-14 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry
and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

~Nicene Creed (p. 47)

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose
kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to
come.| Amen.

~Hymn 90 vv. 1, 2, 4, 7 Savior of the Nations, Come



~Gospel Lesson & Sermon Text

Matthew 21:1 -9 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage,
at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose
them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The
Lord has need of them,” and immediately he will send them.” All this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: “Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They brought the
donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very great
multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who went before and those who
followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the LORD! Hosanna in the highest!”

~Sermon Theme: Our Lord Comesto Usin Humility
~Prayers

~Offering & Hymn 94 vv. 1-3 O How Shall | Receive Thee
(The members of Mt. Olive give offerings as a joyful response to what God has given
them. These offerings support the work of Gospel ministry in our community and
around the world. Visitors: Please do not feel obligated to participate in this
offering. Instead, we ask you to fill out a Welcome Card and place that in the
offering plate.)

LI The Service of Holy Communion

* Holy Communion: The confirmed, communicant members of our fellowship come to receive the
true body and blood of Christ in the Holy Supper. Here Christ gives us this treasure for the
remission of our sins. As we commune together we also outwardly demonstrate the unity of faith
which we confess. If you are a guest and wish to commune with us, please speak to our pastor
prior to the service. Thank you.

~Preface (p. 50)

P: The Lord be with you. C:| And with your spirit.

P: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. C:| We lift up our hearts unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. C: | Itis good and right so to do.



~General Preface (p. 51)

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath
to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

~Sanctus (pp. 51-52)
C:l Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’'n and earth are full of Your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

~Lord’s Prayer (p. 53)
C: | Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

~Words of Institution (p. 54)

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same
way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink
of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

~Agnus Dei (p. 55)
C: | O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world, grant us Your peace. Amen.



~Distribution
Hymn 99 The Advent of Our King
Hymn322vv.3,40 Bread of Heav’  n, My Soul ' s
Hymn 88 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
Hymn 327 O Lord, We Praise Thee

~Dismissal (p. 56)

P: Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, who has now bestowed upon you His holy
body and blood, whereby He has made full satisfaction for all your sins, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith unto everlasting life. Peace be with you. Amen.

~Collect of Thanksgiving (p. 56)
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

C:1 Amen.

~Benediction (pp. 56-57)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:T Amen, amen, amen.

~Closing Hymn 110 v. 1 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

~Closing Prayer (p. 57)

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith,
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.



Preacher: Pastor Luke Ulrich / Liturgist: Pastor John Petersen
Orgamsts 1st: Cassze ]ohnson / 2nd; Mark DeGarmeaux
LAST WEEK'S ATTENDANCE/LORD’S SUPPER ATTENDANCE
Sunday: 8:30am; 237 10:45am; 162 Monday: 20
GIVEN LAST WEEK FOR THE LORD’S WORK: $14,214.23; Online: $838.16

ATIME FOR
IVIN

NEEDED EACH WEEK TO MEET ANNUAL BUDGET: $16,790

Romans 12: 1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship.

Did you know you can give your offering online? Just go to www.mtolivelutheran.org and click on
the link, "donate on line.”

Mt. Olive Worship Services on TV:
Mt. Olive services are being shown on local cable channel 181 (Charter) and 7 & 507
(Consolidated Communications) on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and Thursdays at 11:30 AM.

SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEEK
Ushers: 1st Service - Jeff Younge (captain), Aaron Younge, Joseph Roemhildt, Tim
Roembhildt, Dustin Basel

2nd Service - Mark Madson (captain), Kirk Hankins, Joel Peterson, Andy Overn, lan
Overn, Chad Feistner

Greeters: 15t Service - Mark & Michelle Graham, Steve & Lois Jaeger
2nd Service - Dan & Joanne Maas, Robert & Ruth Heidenreich

Offering Counters: John Foede, John Baumann
Altar Guild: Heidi Graham, Sharon Madson



WEEK AT A GLANCE: December 3, 2017—December 10, 2017

Sunday 8:30AM | Divine Service w/Holy Communion
December 3 9:40AM | Bible Class/Sunday School/Bible Information Class
10:45AM | Divine Service w/Holy Communion
1PM | Encourage One Another
4PM | Christmas at Bethany, Trinity Chapel, BLC
7:30PM | Co-ed Recreational Volleyball
Monday No Divine Service, please come Wednesday
December 4 6:30PM | Board of Education
6:45PM | Board of Deacons
Tuesday 8AM | Women'’s Bible Study - Philippians
December 5 6:30PM | Jesus Cares Ministry
Wednesday 8:05AM | CDS Chapel
December 6 8:10AM | MOMs Bible Study
9AM | Bible Study - Psalms
2:45PM | Youth Choir
4PM | Confirmation
5PM | Advent Supper, Hot Sandwiches, Bethany Auxiliary
6:30PM | Advent Midweek Service
7:30PM | Senior Choir
8:30PM | Men’s Choral
Thur. Dec. 7 5PM | Barnes & Noble Book Fair
Fri. Dec. 8
Sat. Dec. 9
Sunday Senior Choir Sings
December 10 8:30AM | Divine Service
9:40AM | Bible Class/SS/BIC
10:45AM | Divine Service w/Holy Communion
4PM | Senior Youth Caroling
5PM | Lutheran Pioneers
6PM | Artemis
7:30PM | Co-ed Rec Co-ed Recreational Volleyball
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers on the Altar: The flowers beautifying the altar today are given to God’s glory

by Jerry & Sandy Hansen.
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Pastor Petersen has received a divine call to serve Our Savior's Lutheran Church in
Albert Lea, Minnesota. He requests your prayers for God's guidance as he deliberates
on this call, that His will be done.

Monday Evening Services are postponed during the Advent season starting
December 4. Monday evening services resume Monday, January 8. Those accustomed
to attending Monday evenings are encouraged to join us Wednesday evenings for the
Advent services.

On the narthex table are extra copies of Perpetuating Our Giving!, Building On Our
Mission packets, The Cross-stitch Corner (issue 4.5), Thoughts of Faith (Oct. 2017), and
the Mt. Olive Herald; forms for 7" Grade Confirmation Sermon Notes; signup sheets for
volunteering on December 14 at Sibley Park (Kiwanis Holiday of Lights), ordering
poinsettias, and volunteering at New 2 You; the December editions of the ELS
President’s Newsletter and The Olive Press; a stack of giving envelopes for MVL
memorial s and the ELS mission & ministry, and a stack of Meditations (Dec 3 -
March 3).

Missing Coat: An extra large, black, Eddie Bauer, men’s 3/4 length coat (no hood) was
mistakenly taken from church. Kindly return the coat or notify our church office for
assistance.

Missing Dishes? The kitchen has been cleaned of extra dishes. Those dishes are in the
fireside room. Any dish not collected by Tuesday, December 12, will be donated to New
2 You.

Pop Tabs: After School Care is saving pop tabs as our service project this school year.
These pop tabs benefit the Ronald McDonald House Charities. If you have cans at home
with the tabs still on them, please save them for us! Help us exceed what we collected
last year! Thank you!

Kwik Trip Cards: Mt. Olive youth (grades 5-12) are selling Kwik Trip Cards as a fund-
raiser for our church youth activities. The groups currently receive 5% of the profits.
Cards are sold between services on Communion Sundays year round. Contact Angie
Younge 389.9137 or Rebecca Strom 386.0372 with questions.
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To purchase a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary during the upcoming
Christmas season, sign up in the narthex. Cost per plant is $9.50. Checks made payable
to Mt. Olive Lutheran Church may be left on Annette’s desk. On the sign up sheet,
indicate how many plants you would like to purchase and if they are in honor or in
memory of someone. The last day to order a poinsettia is today.

Barnes and Noble Book Fair is Thursday, December 7. You can shop all day. We have
special entertainment provided by Mt. Olive students from 5:00 - 6:30 PM. Can’t make
it on the 7th? SHOP ONLINE just use the Book Fair ID number found on the vouchers
AND continue to shop all week in the store or online, but have the voucher number
with you! SPREAD THE WORD ON FACEBOOK! Let family and friends know about our
book fair through Facebook. Post the ID number and encourage out of town family and
friends to support our book fair online. Books, music, games, toys, DVDs are all eligible.
So save your Barnes and Noble shopping for December 7 and after. Pick up a voucher
and let the sales clerk know that you are supporting Mt. Olive. All profits buy more
books for our school library!

Senior Youth: Gather at the church at 4:00 PM December 10. Join us for caroling at 3
nursing homes and ending at Jeremy & Angela Merseth’s home (55869 River Fort
Drive), for supper and a white elephant gift exchange.

We need 16 volunteers to work the open hours of the light display on Thursday,
December 14. Mt. Olive is once again participating in Sibley Park’s Holiday Lights
display for this Christmas season. Our church has a decorated tree at the park. The
‘early’ shift is 4:30 - 7:00 PM and is served a light supper. The ‘late’ shift is 6:30 - 9:00
PM and is provided a snack. Sign up at the narthex table.

The science fair for grades 5-8 was held on Friday. The projects are on display in the
gym between services. (Parents: please take your child’s project home after 10:35
today.)

2018 Flower Calendar for the church year is now up in the entry way next to the
bulletin board. Thank you for signing up to bring flowers to beautify our altar this
coming year!

After School Care is in need of Christmas wrap and gift tags for an upcoming project.
Please drop off all donations in the youth room. Thank you!

12



Mount Olive Strings Group plays before our 4:30 Christmas Eve Service--Pre-Service
Christmas Music starts at 4:00 PM.

Bethany Lutheran College
ELS Ottesen Museum holds its annual Christmas Open House Tuesday, December 5,

from 2:30 to 5:30 PM. This year's theme celebrates the 500th anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation and is titled Christmas with the Luther Family. Special displays
highlight some of the Christmas customs and food that were common at the time of the
Reformation. One special feature is the opportunity to join with local children in
singing Luther's Christmas hymn From Heaven Above as he wrote it - as a Christmas
Eve play.

Divers Christmas Party Concert, Friday, December 8, 7:30 PM in the Ylvisaker Fine
Arts Center theater. Join The Divers for this 5th annual concert that includes a
Christmas carol singalong. Bring a non-perishable food donation. Seating is general
admission, first come first served. Doors open at 7:00 PM. Yule love it!

|. S. Bach's Christmas Oratorio Sunday, December 10, at 3 PM in Trinity Chapel
performed by the Bach Society of Minnesota and Lyra Baroque Orchestra. Tickets
online at www.bachsocietymn.org, $25 regular, $20 seniors, $5 students. A pre-concert
talk begins at 2:15 PM.
Community

TODAY ONLY: Options For Women|Mankato is inviting you to a Breakfast Buffet at
the Wow Zone, 2030 Adams Street from 9:00 - Noon. Cost for Adults $12.00, Kids 5 &
under $5.00. Pancakes, French toast, Bacon, Sausage, Ham, Fresh Fruit, Scrambled
Eggs, Orange juice, Coffee. Money raised helps support limited medical services and
education for women facing an unplanned or difficult pregnancy.

Birthright of Mankato is looking for volunteers so we can be open more hours and
serve more women. For 45 years Birthright has been helping girls and women with
unexpected pregnancies. We are planning a training session on Saturday, December 9,
2017. Volunteers serve two-hour shifts, and can choose a day and time that best suits
their schedule. For more information, call Lois at (507) 388-4558. Now is the time to
put your pro-life beliefs into action.

Join the Mankato Area Youth Wind Ensemble as we celebrate and honor those who

have helped influence our musical lives on Sunday, December 17 from 3:00 - 4:00 PM
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at Trinity Chapel, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN. Tickets are $10 per person
and are available at the door.

Jr. Youth Group
Christmas Party!

Devotion-Pizza~-White Elephant Gift Exchange!
Friday, December 15%, from 6pm-8pm-

We will meet at Church for Devotion,
Pizza, Games, and a Gift Exchange

(Please bring a random present-

maximum of $5).
COME AND JOIN US FOR SOME
CHRISTMAS FUN!
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Join us for these Worship Services
2017 Schedule

Wednesday, December 6 (Midweek Advent)
5:00 - 6:15 PMi Hot Sandwiches served by the Bethany Auxiliary
6:30 PM i To Whom Does Jesus Come? With Comfort to the One Who Waits
(Luke 1:26, 31-33), Pastor Luke Ulrich

Wednesday, December 13 (Midweek Advent)
5:00 - 6:15 PMi Sloppy Joes served by the Evangelism Committee
6:30 PM i To Whom Does Jesus Come? With Enlightenment to the One Who
Doesn’t Understand (Matthew 1:20-23), Pastor John
Petersen

Wednesday, December 20 (Midweek Advent)
5:00 - 6:15 PMi Benefit dinner served by the Saidler family
6:30 PM 1 Readings & Hymns

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve
10:00 AM i Divine Service
4:30 PM i1 Christmas Eve Service
7:00 PM 1 Candlelight Service

Monday, December 25, Christmas Day
Office Closed
10:00 AM i Divine Service

Sunday, December 31, New Yearmngjg e
8:30 AM 1 Divine Service ‘ F(
NO Bible studies or Sunday School classes

10:45 AM T Divine Service ’ ‘
6:30PMi New Yeard6s Eve Service

Monday, January 1, New Year
Office Closed

Monday, January 8
Evening services resume
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EVERYTHING ON IT Advent Supper

Poem by Shel Silverstein th
Wednesday, Dec. 6

| asked for a hot dog . _ A

With everythingon it, S} OO 6 15 PM
And that was my big mistake, served bc?l the
O#AOOA EO AAI A xEOE A DPAOCI

fibee In a bonnet, Bethany Auxmary

A wristwatch, a wrench, and a
rake.

It came with a goldfish,

A flag, and a fiddle,

A frog, and a front porch swing,
And a mouse in a mask
4EAO080O0 OEA 1 AO0O
For a hot dog witheverything on
it.
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